Drug detection in hair by chromatographic procedures.
This article reviews the analysis of 31 drugs and drug metabolites in human hair by thin-layer chromatography, high-performance liquid chromatography, gas chromatography, gas chromatography-mass spectrometry and mass spectrometry. The most important detection method after chromatographic separation of the components is the mass spectrometry because of its sensitivity and specificity. Washing steps to exclude external contamination, extraction, derivatization, stationary phases, detection modes and detection limits of the mass spectrometric and gas chromatographic-mass spectrometric procedures are presented in five tables. Additionally, a method for a gas chromatographic-mass spectrometric screening procedure is presented.